
Draft Local Character Statement
GUIDING PRINCIPLES

1. Retain and enhance the village 
atmosphere in and around 
Crows Nest, particularly 
Willoughby Road. New 
development in St Leonards 
should incorporate street 
level improvements such as 
wide footpaths, street trees 
and active uses for a more 
energetic atmosphere.

2. Ensure new development 
close to heritage conservation 
areas and items is designed 
to maintain the feeling of 
connection to the areas history.

3. Protect access to sunlight 
where possible, especially for 
open spaces and important 
parts of the public domain. 

4. Ensure busy pedestrian routes 
to and from key destinations 
are well lit and offer passive 
and active surveillance to 
promote a feeling of safety.

5. Minimise wind impacts from 
new development for more 
comfortable and enjoyable 
places.

1. Identify opportunities for 
more open space, particularly 
around Crows Nest and St 
Leonards station.

2. Improve tree canopy, 
particularly along busy 
streets to increase the sense 
of connection to the natural 
environment.

3. Design new development to fit 
in with the varied topography 
of the area.

4. Improve connections to 
surrounding green spaces to 
enable more choice and use of 
other open spaces.

1. Concentrate taller buildings 
and higher densities around St 
Leonards Core and along the 
Pacific Highway.

2. Protect the village 
atmosphere and low scale 
built environment around 
Willoughby Road in Crows 
Nest and ensure that new 
development does not impose 
upon these areas.

3. Provide building setbacks and 
podiums where possible to 
create a more human scale feel 
at street level.

4. Ensure new development 
models reflect best practice 
design, picking up the best 
elements of surrounding 
building types.

5. Provide gradual sensitive 
height transitions from high-
rise to low-rise areas and 
minimise overshadowing of 
public open space.
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1. Provide a supportive 
environment for learning with 
new schools and creative 
spaces.

2. Ensure a range of community 
facilities are available to 
support in the area.

3. Provide a mix of housing types 
at different price points to 
ensure that households at all 
stages of life are encouraged to 
live in the area.

4. Continue to provide a high 
standard of health services into 
the future.

5. Protect essential industrial 
activities in Artarmon as these 
service the area and much of 
the North Shore.

6. Protect the diverse range of 
employment opportunities 
available in the area and allow 
for a better mix of office spaces 
for different business sizes and 
types.

1.  Deliver connectivity 
improvements to and around 
St Leonards and Crows Nest 
stations to make it easy to 
travel to schools, work, shops 
and meet up with friends both 
within the area and further 
afield.

2. Investigate new and improved 
cycleways and walkways 
to make it easy, safe and 
comfortable to move within the 
local area.

3. Consider more opportunities 
to safely cross the Pacific 
Highway. 

4. Consider a coordinated 
parking strategy to manage 
the community’s needs, while 
minimising traffic congestion.
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Next 
StePS

Draft Local Character Statement
NEXT STEPS

1

Exhibition of draft Local Character 
Statement concurrent with draft 2036 
Plan, draft Green Plan, draft Special 
Infrastructure Contribution (SIC)

2

Update plans  
to respond to  
feedback received 
during exhibition
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3

Sign off of final  
Plan and Local 
Character Statement

4

Council-Led  
Rezoning

5

Development  
can proceed
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